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Kia ora tātou,

We hope you’ve all had a restful Easter break and took the opportunity to enjoy some
whānau time. Our last Te Kawekawea was in January, and that followed the successful
member update hui that Trustees held around the motu. In that update, we let you know
about the three pou now guiding the work of the Trust: 'Tāngata, Takiwā, and
Tūāpapa' and we updated you on key projects under each pou. In this edition of Te
Kawekawea we will also update you on how we’re tracking against these pou, key areas of
focus for the Trust over the last couple of months, and what’s coming up. 

But first, we advised members on 10 April 2017, that Jason Fox had resigned his position
of CEO to pursue new opportunities. Our Chair, Wayne Mulligan on behalf of the board,
thanks Jason and wishes him all the very best. The Trust has asked our Deputy-Chair,
Hannah Buchanan to step-in as Interim Trust Manager for the next three months. As a
result, Hannah is taking a leave of absence from her substantive role as Deputy-Chair and
Peter Jackson will be the Deputy-Chair during this period.

Tāngata | Our People

https://mailchi.mp/539c0081728c/jiwrt0huqa?e=979ad62ed0
https://mailchi.mp/539c0081728c/jiwrt0huqa?e=979ad62ed0#Kia%20Aroaro%20Mahana
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We are focused on strengthening the connections between all of us as Taranaki Whānui,
acknowledging our common tupuna, our shared history, and our common goals as mana
whenua in the nation’s capital.  We are stronger together. 

We want to reassure members that, as discussed at our January update hui, Trustees are
committed to further hui with members. With the recent changes in the office we are
behind schedule with organising these, but will come back to you as soon as we can with
further details.

Whole of Government Annual Forum | 2017

A highlight for Taranaki Whānui during this period was the Whole of Government Annual
Forum held on 10 April 2017.  Alongside your Taranaki Whānui Trustees and Directors, we
invited all our related entity and marae leaders to be at the table with us: Wellington Tenths
Trust, Palmerston North Maori Reserves Trust, Te Aro Pa Trust, Te Runanga o Te Ātiawa
Nui Tonu, Pipitea Marae, Te Tatau o Te Po Marae, and Waiwhetū Marae.  We also had our
whanaunga from up the coast – Te Ātiawa ki Whakarongotai with us in support.
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Taranaki Whānui Trustees, Taranaki Whānui Limited Directors, and representatives from various

partner organisations met with the Prime Minister, Ministers and officials on 10 April 2017

The Whole of Government hui was with the Prime Minister, Rt Hon Bill English, the
Minister of Māori Development Hon Te Ururoa Flavell, and other senior Ministers including
Hon Amy Adams, Hon Nick Smith, Hon Peter Dunne, Hon Anne Tolley, and Hon Nikki
Kaye. It was an opportunity for rangatira ki te rangatira kōrero. We outlined our strategic
plan, including our three T’s framework, and where we saw merit in the Trust and central
government working more closely together. We have achieved commitment from the
government to work together in four areas: Innovation, Whānau, Housing and Property. 
We are excited about the possibilities and will let you know how conversations and
opportunities progress.



30/09/19, 1(46 PMTe Kawekawea Issue #04

Page 4 of 16https://mailchi.mp/539c0081728c/jiwrt0huqa?e=979ad62ed0

Pukapuka | Memorandum of Understanding

In late March we signed a refreshed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the
Wellington City Council. This signing represents a new commitment from both parties
to work together constructively for the benefit of Taranaki Whānui members and
Wellingtonians more generally. There are lots of areas of common interest. The
Mayor, Justin Lester, and Deputy Mayor, Paul Eagle are supportive of the Trust’s
direction – and we see a range of real opportunities to work together more
collaboratively. 

While the outcome of these collaborations will contribute to our Tūāpapa pou (e.g.
the development of Shelly Bay, potential future housing developments); rebuilding
strategic partnerships and confidence in the Trust helps us strengthen as a people,
which relates to our Tāngata pou, and also exercises our mana whenua rights in and
around the Harbour – the Takiwā pou.
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Te Papakāinga o Taranaki Whānui
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Things continue to progress with our Papakāinga project on our land in Wainuiomata.
A separate update pānui will be sent to all verified members before the end of the
month.

Taranaki Maunga | Treaty Negotiations
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Some of you will be aware that our whanaunga in Taranaki (the eight iwi of Taranaki:
Ngāti Tama, Ngāti Mutunga, Ngāti Maru, Te Ātiawa, Taranaki iwi, Ngaruahine, Ngāti
Ruanui, and Ngā Rauru Kītahi) have joined together as a collective to negotiate
redress relating to our tupuna maunga, Taranaki. 

The collective known as Ngā Iwi o Taranaki recently signed the Terms of Negotiation
with the Crown signalling that negotiations are now underway. For more information
and to register for updates visit their website and Facebook page.

Te Wakahuia o Matiu Island | Matiu Island Project

Takiwā | Our Place

http://taranakimaunga.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Taranaki-Maunga-709546815884481/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://mailchi.mp/539c0081728c/jiwrt0huqa?e=979ad62ed0#Te%20Ahuru
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The Matiu Island Project is coming along well. In early April, whānau members
gathered on our moutere for the opening of the Waharoa. This is an important step in
bringing a more visible Taranaki Whānui presence back to the island (see more
information on the unveiling in the Taiao update below).

We are also looking forward to sharing more korero about Matiu at the wānanga on
the island next week 28 April. We recently sent a pānui out to members about this
wānanga, and have had a positive response.  There’s still time to RSVP whanau so if
you are keen to participate please let our Project Manager, Mark Ormsby, know via
email at mark@portnicholson.org.nz.

Taiao | Environmental Update

Our Taiao team continue a busy programme. Recent highlights include Tuturiwhatu
(Dotterel) monitoring at the lakes, and the unveiling of the Waharoa on Matiu Island.
 

mailto:mark@portnicholson.org.nz?subject=Te%20Wakahuia%20o%20Matiu


30/09/19, 1(46 PMTe Kawekawea Issue #04

Page 9 of 16https://mailchi.mp/539c0081728c/jiwrt0huqa?e=979ad62ed0

Waharoa Unveiling on Matiu Island
The Co-Management Board, a partnership between ourselves and DOC, has recently
unveiled the long awaited for waharoa on Matiu Island. The waharoa sits in the visitor
interpretation and management objectives of the Kaitiaki Plan 2012-2017 and sees the
completion of one our visions for Matiu. Our board members on the Kaitiaki Board are Kura
Moeahu (Acting Chair), Terese McLeod, Morrie Love and Lee Rauhina-August (ex-officio).
Our members sit alongside Dr Nicola Nelson, Jenny Rowan and Jack Mace (DOC) and the
Board Secretariat is Toni Love. This board continues to explore and activate initiatives that
will further realise the vision or moemoea our iwi for Matiu, and in the future the other
harbour islands.

We are working with the Matiu Project team to consider how best to provide the
interpretation for the waharoa. If you’re in Te Whanganui a Tara, please do take the short
trip across the harbour to visit Matiu and the see the waharoa for yourself.
 

Tuturiwhatu (Dotterel) Monitoring
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We welcome anybody who would like to volunteer to be a part of the next season of
monitoring to make contact with us. There are roles for all ages and it’s a really great way
to learn about these threatened tāonga while also getting to know the whenua. You can
contact us by email at taiao@portnicholson.org.nz, alternatively call anytime on (04) 472-
3872. Mouri ora!

He kai awhina koe?
The Taiao team is always looking for people to help with monitoring, planting,
traplines and a number of other envrionmental initatives being undertaken by our iwi.
Most of this work is voluntary, but it’s a great way to become involved with what we’re
doing on our land, rivers, lakes and sea, and is for all ages and fitness levels. If you
have time or want to become involved, please contact Lee or Aaria on 0800 767
8642 or taiao@portnicholson.org.nz – we’d love to hear from you!

We need a strong economic base to give us options and choices for how the Trust
can better connect with and serve members. We know we need to get better at
member services.

As we discussed in the January member update hui – the Trust has had a difficult
financial history and, even though the books have been heading in the right direction
over the last couple of years, we still have a long way to go to get a strong financial
base. Last year’s financial results (the year ending 31 March 2017) are still being
finalised, but whānau it looks like the Group will have made another small loss. The
Trust board and the commercial board (Taranaki Whānui Limited) are committed to
turning this situation around. And there is a plan. We look forward to reporting
ongoing improvements in our financial position.

Some of the key projects in the pipeline now, that will help us achieve our goals
under Tūāpapa are Shelly Bay, the Sale and Leaseback project, and the housing
development in Petone.

Tūāpapa | Our Platform

mailto:taiao@portnicholson.org.nz
mailto:taiao@portnicholson.org.nz
http://
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Te Taikuru | Shelly Bay

Wellington City Council has now granted resource consent for the master planned
redevelopment of Shelly Bay.
 
The resource consent was an important milestone for the Joint Venture between the Trust
and The Wellington Company, and leads into discussions with Wellington Council
regarding their landholdings and co-operation in facilitating the delivery of the
development. Subject to WCC Councillor approval, WCC will begin their own consultation
with community on the proposal for WCC’s landholdings.
 
Ongoing planning and design works are being undertaken of the proposed development
with the expectation that works will commence later in the year.

Taihekenga Partnership | Our Sale & Leaseback
Opportunity
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The Sale and Leaseback Project, which we reported earlier, is progressing well. This
is where Taranaki Whānui and eight partner entities from Taranaki are undertaking
detailed due diligence on a number of significant Crown owned properties. 

The aim is together (subject to due diligence) we purchase the land and lease it back
to the Crown. This is an ongoing piece of work and we will report back to members
with further progress.

King Street, Mount Cook | Apartment Development
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Wellington City Council are in receipt of the resource consent application, the team has
been busy working through a number of Requests for Further Information. We hope to
have consent confirmed in May 2017.
 
Ongoing design works, and engagement with potential contractors is currently underway
as to potential commercial lessors. We hope to be taking the development to the market in
the third quarter of 2017, subject to a range of design, development and commercial
matters being confirmed.

Governance Update

In addition to focusing on commercial projects that will help build the Trust’s platform,
we are also looking at how we can reduce operating costs. 

One area that we will be looking at over coming months is the number of Trustees.
We currently have 11 Trustees (the maximum allowed under our Trust Deed). The
previous Trust Board resolved to reduce Trustee numbers from 11 to 8 (the minimum
number specified in our Trust Deed), and the current Trust Board supports this intent.
The reduction of Trustee numbers will also bring us in line with best practice
governance; where smaller boards are often more efficient.

We are looking into how this can best be achieved, and will report back to members.

Still need to register or update your details with us?

We’re doing our best to keep in touch with members, and these e-pānui and occasional
other email messages are the most cost effective way for us to do this. But, whānau, we
need your help to ensure that we have up to date email contact details for you and whanau
members. Please check with your other whānau, and let us know if anyone is not receiving
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these pānui.

Update your details
 

We know that our members often move addresses or change their contact details, so
please remember to keep us up to date! We need the following to ensure we can get
in touch with you:

Postal address
Home number
Mobile number
Email address

To ensure your details are correct, please contact Ngahuia on 0800 767 8642
or at database@portnicholson.org.nz

Still need to register?

If you believe you are entitled to be a member of the Port Nicholson Block
Claim/Taranaki Whānui then we encourage you to register via our Website, or by
contacting reception on the details below:

Website: http://www.pnbst.maori.nz/registrations/registration-form/
Email to: database@portnicholson.org.nz

What is Te Kawekawea?

mailto:reception@portnicholson.org.nz
http://www.pnbst.maori.nz/registrations/registration-form/
mailto:database@portnicholson.org.nz
mailto:Reception@portnicholson.org.nz
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The Taranaki Whānui ki Poneke Naming Group gave the name “Te Kawekawea” for
our e-pānui in 2015.

The title is taken from a Taranaki karakia and sometimes referred to as “waiata
tapatapahau, kō rākau”, a song used during the planting of the kūmara with the kō
(digging stick) or in former times the kāheru (an ancient kūmara cultivator). “Ka tangi
te kawekawea, waiho kia tangi ana…” (When the long tailed cuckoo calls let it sing)

These particular calls were a tohu (sign) to our people, and heard in the month of
Māhuru (the fourth month of the Māori calendar, September), being spring. When the
people heard the call of this bird and the pipiwharauroa, it was a time for people to
come together to till the land and plant crops. In particular, the long tailed cuckoo was
heard calling ‘kōia, kōia’, ‘dig, dig!’ In Taranaki,  men digging the fields sang this song
as they worked. 

“Te Kawekawea” signifies the heralding of this particular bird-singing unto the many
members of Taranaki Whānui.

Copyright © 2016 Port Nicholson Block Settlement Trust (Taranaki Whānui ki Te Upoko o Te Ika), All rights
reserved.

Our mailing address is:
Port Nicholson Block Settlement Trust
Ground Floor, Tramways Building
1-3 Thorndon Quay



30/09/19, 1(46 PMTe Kawekawea Issue #04

Page 16 of 16https://mailchi.mp/539c0081728c/jiwrt0huqa?e=979ad62ed0

Wellington, Wellington 6011
New Zealand
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